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1.0 Learning Through the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme (IBDP)

Why study the IBDP?

The IBDP is a very well-regarded entrance qualification for universities around the world. It offers
subject specialisation (higher level subjects) and subject breadth (higher and standard level subjects

combined). More background on the programme can be found here: IB Diploma Programme.

What makes an IBDP programme?

e All students study six subjects (this is called your subject package).
® Three subjects are studied at the higher level (HL), and three are studied at the standard
level (SL).
® The subjects are chosen from five to six different subject groups:
O Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature
O Group 2: Language Acquisition
O Group 3: Individuals and Societies
O Group 4: Sciences
o Group 5: Mathematics
o Group 6: The Arts
e All students also take three required core components:
o Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)
o Theory of Knowledge (ToK)
o Extended Essay (EE)

1.1 Constructing an Initial Subject Package

There are several factors to consider when selecting your IBDP subject package:
e Your prior background in a subject: some subjects have prerequisites as noted below under

courses offered at UWC Maastricht.
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Your interests: you will be studying the subjects you select for two years so it is important
that they are of interest to you to keep you motivated throughout your course of study.

Your future plans: some university courses may have subject requirements that you need to
consider. For example, if you want to study at a Dutch university in Dutch, you must have at
least a Dutch B/Language Acquisition Higher Level in your IBDP subject package. (Note: There
are many English language programmes in the Netherlands, and they have no Dutch
language requirement). If you want to study in your home country, you must understand the
university requirements. Some countries have language requirements that need to be

reflected in your IBDP package.

For this reason, we strongly recommend that you discuss your post-UWC plans with the
university counselling team prior to subject selection if you have specific plans or goals.

You can contact them by email at: universities@uwcmaastricht.nl. Do not worry if you do

not yet know what your postgraduate plans are — most DP subject packages will be accepted
by most university programmes. The IB Diploma is widely recognised for college entry
requirements. More details on this can also be found on the IB website: University

Information and via the UWC Maastricht university counselling handbook.

To construct your IBDP subject package, you will need to:

Choose one subject from each of the 6 IBDP groups, OR alternatively choose from the first 5
group, and the Group 6 (Arts) can be substituted by another one from Group 1 —4.

Three of these should be at the HL, and three at the SL. The college does not permit students
to pursue 4 HL subjects in their package unless sufficient need related to future studies can
be evidenced.

If you possess two first languages, you may study two languages in Group 1 (Studies in
Language and Literature) instead of Group 1 and Group 2 (Language Acquisition). By doing
this, you will be eligible for the Bilingual Diploma.

HL Science subjects for Group 4 should only be selected if you have thorough prior
knowledge and a demonstrable level of achievement in the chosen discipline. If you do not,
you should initially pursue the subject at SL to determine whether you have sufficient
aptitude to succeed in HL. Additionally, due to the rigorous mathematics elements of the
courses, a student may not pursue Chemistry or Physics at a Higher Level if their

Mathematics recommendation is Applications & Interpretation Standard Level.
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The IB offers the non-regular diploma, where students study 3 Science subjects as part of
their package at the expense of a Group 3 subject. This represents a substantial challenge
due to the inherent difficulty of the science subjects. Thus, the college will only consider this
option for students who have demonstrated a level of achievement, effort, and attendance
in their previous school reports. The IB will only permit this if required for a university course
you intend to apply for. Evidence of this would need to be provided for IB consent.

To guide your Group 5 Mathematics subject selection, you will take the Placement Test in
mathematics online before your arrival (or be given a teacher recommendation if you have
completed your Middle Years Programme (MYP) with the school). Your results in this exam
will guide which course and level you are permitted to select.

Your 6th subject should be another subject from Group 1, 2,3,4 or 6

1.2 IBDP Core: ToK, EE and CAS

The core of the IBDP comprises three areas that complement and build on the academic curriculum.

Each part is equally important. You must complete all three components to receive the IB Diploma,

and all students are automatically enrolled in these subjects as part of their IB DP programme:

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)
The Extended Essay (EE)

Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)

If you are interested in learning more about these, please see here: DP Core.

Below are more details on how we run the DP core at UWC Maastricht.

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)

Most of the ToK course is completed in the first year when you:

Explore the Core Theme of Knowledge and the Knower, how our knowledge is constructed
individually and as communities,
Explore optional themes, such as Knowledge and Politics, Knowledge and Religion, as well as

different Areas of Knowledge, such as Natural Sciences and The Arts,
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® Prepare an exhibition of objects that explore how knowledge is created or interpreted, and
submit a written commentary on this, which constitutes the first part of the external

assessment in ToK.

In your second year, you will complete the ToK course when you:
® Explore the remaining Areas of Knowledge, such as Human Sciences, Maths and History.
e Write a ToK essay selected from titles prescribed by the IB that constitutes the second part of

the external assessment in ToK.

Extended Essay (EE)

The Extended Essay is your opportunity to examine one of your subject areas in greater detail. This
independent research project is conducted under teacher supervision, which begins in January of

Year 12 and finishes in November of Year 13.

Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)

At UWC Maastricht, CAS plays a particularly important role. Your participation, engagement and
initiative in activities are equally valuable as the time and energy you put into academics. There are a
wide variety of CAS experiences possible at UWC Maastricht, but two that are particularly notable
and unique to the UWC Maastricht experience are the

Youth Social Entrepreneurship (YSE) Programme and Project Weeks.

Youth Social Entrepreneurship (YSE) Programme, Project Weeks and Student Led
Initiatives

The Youth Social Entrepreneurship Programme or YSE Programme is a changemakers programme
designed to provide Year 12 students with the toolkit and skill-set to identify and analyse problems in
their communities and produce sustainable solutions to those in the form of projects. This
programme fits perfectly with the requirements of a CAS Project. During this programme, students
design and implement their CAS Project. YSE and the CAS Project are an essential and unique part of
a UWC education, and they give you the chance to test your skills and knowledge outside the

classroom.
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Project Weeks have a long tradition in the UWC context and are known to be challenging and

enriching experiences. They offer a unique opportunity for personal development and for spreading
the UWC mission and values outside the UWC community. UWC Maastricht's optional Project Week
runs during October, Carnival and May breaks. All DP students are encouraged to organise an optional
project week. These can focus on student-developed and led service, creativity, action and exploration
in general. Optional Project Weeks are restricted to a 1,000 km travel radius and need to make use of

eco-friendly transport. They are usually done in groups of 4 to 8 students and last a minimum of 4 days.

More information on these programmes, as well as other student-led initiatives, can be found here:

Learning Beyond the classroom

Documenting your Academic and CAS Progress

Throughout the DP, you will use ManageBac, an online learning management system, to keep track
of your academic work and CAS activities. Teachers will use the ManageBac system to post deadlines,
outline tasks, send messages and share resources. Your CAS adviser and supervisors will also check

your reflections, report meetings and provide a supervisor review.

As a student, you will be expected to:
o Upload summative assessments (such as internal investigations, Extended Essay, ToK essays,
etc.) onto the ManageBac system
® Check ManageBac for messages, tasks and deadlines from your teachers
e Upload/enter reflections for CAS
e Upload Project Week reflections
® Check for supervisor reviews and messages regarding CAS
e Enter your exam registration information in Year 13
For more information on how to use Managebac, refer to the Student ManageBac Guide here:

ManageBac guide

1.3 IBDP Courses Offered at UWC Maastricht

Please note that a place in a subject cannot be guaranteed and is subject to timetable blocking.

Should a subject be over-subscribed, class membership will be decided via lottery.
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Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature

Group 1 courses in Language and Literature engage with literary and non-literary works to explore the

nature of the interactions between readers, writers and texts.

If you possess two first languages, you may study two languages in Group 1 (Studies in Language and
Literature) instead of Group 1 and Group 2 (Language Acquisition). By doing this, you will be eligible

for the Bilingual Diploma.

Most students will take English Language and Literature as a Group 1 subject choice unless they have
been specifically told by the school that their level of English is not sufficient based on the placement

test, and they should then sign up for one of the other Group 1 courses.

Please note that Ab Initio courses are strictly limited to students with little or no previous knowledge

of that language.

Finally, if you hold a Dutch passport, you are required by Dutch law to take a Dutch Language and

Literature course at the appropriate Group 1 or Group 2 level.

We offer Group 1 Language and Literature in:
e English (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e English (Literature) - HL or SL
e Dutch (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e Spanish (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e Arabic (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e French (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e Chinese (Language and Literature) - HL or SL
e [talian (Literature) - HL or SL
® School Supported Self-Taught (SSST) (Literature SL Only) for other mother tongue languages

as available.

These courses are for students who are native or advanced language learners and can, therefore,
listen to, read, understand, and analyse unadapted literary and non-literary language. Given the
importance of English to the UWC Maastricht programme, most students will take English Language

and Literature at either HL or SL as their Group 1 choice unless English language placement testing
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has indicated that their level of English is not currently strong enough to do so. As noted above,
students may also have the option to take an additional Group 1 course and pursue a bilingual

diploma.

School-supported self-taught (SSST) is a course available to everyone whose mother tongue/home
language or strongest language is not one of the languages above. It is available at standard level

only. It is taught by online language tutors and supported by an internal college coordinator.

As a Self-Taught student, you will:
e Attend two World Literature classes per week in your first year.
e Attend regular meetings with the School Supported Self-Taught Coordinator and, if possible,

meet a language tutor in your home language to provide guidance.

Every Group 1 Language and Literature course follows the same curriculum and assessment criteria.

The texts will differ in each language, but the expectations will be identical.

Similarly, if you study self-taught, you will take the same literature course as other self-taught
candidates. The books and texts studied will differ for each language, but the assessments and the

assessment criteria are the same as for all Group 1 language courses.

Group 2: Language Acquisition

Group 2 Language Acquisition courses offered at UWC Maastricht are:

e Dutch, English (HL only), French, German and Spanish

They are offered at three levels:
e languageB- HLorSL

® Ab Initio (Beginner’s level) - SL only

HL/SL courses are designed for students with previous knowledge of the language studied. Students

can study Dutch, English, French, German, or Spanish at HL or SL.

The main focus is on:

e language acquisition

DP Academic Handbook 9


https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/

@B UWC mssucer

e intercultural understanding

To develop language skills, students investigate various topics through different media. Higher-level
students study two works of literature and have one more lesson per week. Like Group 1 subjects,
the books and texts studied will be different for each language, but the assessments and the

assessment criteria are the same.

Language Ab Initio
Language Ab Initio courses are designed for students who want to learn a new language or have had
little exposure to the language studied. We offer Dutch, French, German, and Spanish Ab Initio SL at

UWC Maastricht.

The main focus is based on three themes:
e Individual and society
® Leisure and work

e The urban and rural environment

At the end of the course, students should be able to interact appropriately in everyday situations in

the language studied.

English: Language Acquisition/ English B ( offered only as HL)
English is the language of instruction at UWC Maastricht. To ensure that our student's English
language needs are identified and met, we offer additional English language classes and one-on-one

sessions focused on academic English.

As part of the admissions procedure, all students take a diagnostic English test for staff to acquire
more information on students’ language profiles. The other purposes of this test are for the school:
e To understand the entry-level of proficiency for all students;
e To gain an understanding of the overall level of proficiency of the whole year group;
e To identify individual language needs early;
e To support students in their choice of a viable subject package by making recommendations

as to the most beneficial language option.
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Students with beginner to intermediate English proficiency will be contacted by the English Language

and Learning (ELL) department and offered additional language classes and one-on-one lessons

focused on academic English. As a result, only those students identified by the ELL department will

be offered English B HL (Language Acquisition) as a Group 2 subject.

As part of this support,

Specific language needs will be identified and supported.
Students will follow the foundation programme designed by our English language learning
team. This programme focuses on improving overall proficiency and includes the practice of

language skills relevant to the Year 12 and 13 subjects.

Group 3: Individuals and Societies

Individuals and Societies courses help us understand the lives of people around the world today and

the legacy of their past. UWC Maastricht offers the courses detailed below. The courses cover a wide

variety of topics and focus on developing investigative, analytical, and critical thinking skills.

We offer the following Group 3 Individuals and Societies subjects:

Economics HL or SL

Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS) SL only

Geography HL or SL
Global Politics HL or SL

History HL or SL

Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS)

ESS allows students to make informed decisions by providing an understanding of the

interrelationships between environmental systems and societies. ESS is an interdisciplinary Group 3

and/or Group 4 subject offered only at Standard Level (SL). Selecting this subject means it fulfils the

Diploma requirements for a Group 3 or Group 4 subject, or even both; therefore, it allows for

flexibility, as students who choose ESS to meet Group 3 and 4 requirements can choose an additional

subject in the Languages or Arts groups.
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Group 4: Sciences

We offer five Group 4 Science subjects at the diploma level:
e Biology HL or SL
e Chemistry HL or SL

® Design Technology HL or SL

® Physics HL or SL

e Environmental Systems and Societies HL or SL is a Group 3 and 4 interdisciplinary course that

counts as either a Group 3 or Group 4 subject selection.

Note that to take a Science course at a higher level, recent experience/success in the subject and/or
a teacher recommendation is required. Students wishing to pursue HL Physics and having a recent
background in the subject should also be recommended for at least Mathematics Analysis &

Approaches SL due to the demanding mathematics involved in HL Physics.

Group 5: Mathematics

A diagnostic exam will take place at the start of the DP. The results from the maths placement test

and/or teacher recommendation will inform the syllabus and level of study that you can follow.

DP Mathematics is taught at four different levels:

e Mathematics Analysis and Approaches HL or SL

® Mathematics Applications and Interpretation HL or SL

Group 6: The Arts

We offer three Group 6 subjects at the diploma level:
e Visual Arts HL or SL
e FilmHLorSL
® Music HL or SL

Music

Please note that students with no previous music experience often find IB Music to be challenging as

it presupposes the ability to read music.
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Film
Please see the enclosed link for the recommended equipment for the course. Equipment

recommendation

Music School
All students, including those who do not select Music as part of their subject package, can attend
lessons at our Music School. In addition to the courses listed there, other courses can be offered

based on student's interests and the availability of instrumental teachers.

The costs for an individual lesson are available on demand. Attending lessons at the UWC Maastricht
Music School is free for those residential students who selected the IBDP Music course as part of

their subject package.

1.4 Assessment

Academic Integrity

The principle of academic honesty is the keystone to teaching and learning at UWC Maastricht.
Teaching and learning at UWC Maastricht are guided by the UWC Maastricht Academic Honesty
Policy. By upholding honesty and personal integrity values, this document is informed by the IB
Learner Profile attributes and United World College's mission. Besides several training sessions
during Year 12, your teacher will also guide you in understanding the ethical practices in line with the
vision of UWC Maastricht. Please read, understand and become familiar with the School’s Academic
Honesty Policy. As part of this community, we expect you to be respectful and responsible in making

moral and ethical decisions.

Attained grades

Attained grades represent your performance in summative assessments (end-of-topic tests, mock
exams, essays, etc.) and are cumulative; thus, they reflect how you have performed in your subjects

across the two-year duration of the programme.
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Predicted grades

Predicted grades represent your teacher's informed and professional assessment of your potential
achievement based on your demonstrated motivation, potential to learn, as well as your level of
engagement with the curriculum. The grade is based on your work and progress. Assessment is
continuous throughout the DP and will evolve as your teacher gathers more information about your
learner profile (strengths and weaknesses, motivation, etc.). Universities ask us to comment on all

these areas when we give references.

Predicted grades will be formulated as required for university applications, typically at the end of

Year 12 and in the Winter and Spring reports of Year 13.

Effort Grades

Predicted grades represent your teacher's informed and professional assessment of your potential
achievement based on your demonstrated motivation, potential to learn, as well as your level of
engagement with the curriculum. The grade is based on your work and progress. Assessment is
continuous throughout the DP and will evolve as your teacher gathers more information about your
learner profile (strengths and weaknesses, motivation, etc.). Universities ask us to comment on all

these areas when we give references.

Predicted grades will be formulated as required for university applications, typically at the end of

Year 12 and in the Winter and Spring reports of Year 13.

Transition requirements for Year 13 (DP2)

The IBDP provides part of the challenge that is inherent in the UWC experience.
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We monitor student achievement in their subjects and the IB Core to assess whether the students
are demonstrating and developing the skills and attitudes necessary for success in the current

programme and the future.

This is benchmarked against the college’s transition requirements. Accordingly, at the end of the Year

12 report, students who meet these requirements will progress directly into DP2, whereas those who
do not will have their status reviewed.

Options for those not meeting the criteria for transition into Year 13 (DP2):

One of the following options will be mandated at the school’s discretion, depending on the
situation:

e The student retakes Year 12 on a subject package/programme that is mandated by

the Academic and Pastoral teams, based on the student’s performance; this may

involve a recommended switch between programmes.

The student proceeds into Year 13 as an IB Certificates student

with a mandated subject package of a minimum of four Diploma subjects and

compulsory participation in CAS.

® The student will need to leave UWC Maastricht

University Counselling (Universities)

Choosing a university is about figuring out a good fit. This can be an exciting and overwhelming
process. You will have to consider which of your interests and skills you would like to explore and
develop as well as take into consideration finances and your complete profile. Our university

counsellors are here to help and will meet with you individually and through group presentations.

If you make the most of the opportunities offered by a UWC education, you will find yourself in the
privileged position of having a wide range of college and university choices available to you.
Furthermore, there are UWC and international scholarships available as well as the possibility of
funding through the UWC Scholars Program, a needs-based fund set up by the American

philanthropist, Shelby Davis (www.davisuwcscholars.org)
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During the two years of the IBDP, you will have the opportunity to interact with representatives from
over 100 national and international colleges and universities who visit UWCM outside of classroom
hours to present on different topics such as ‘writing the personal essay’, ‘university in Canada’,
‘financial aid in the US’ as well as on their universities. The Universities Office coordinates any
interviews that might follow these presentations. Both the presentations and interviews will certainly

help you make important application choices more confidently.
University Factors to Consider in Planning an IBDP Subject Package

It is not a problem if you do not know now what you want to study after graduation. The two years at
UWCM will be transformative and your plans are very likely to change. We do understand, however,
that you might feel anxious about choosing a subject package that fits your future study plans. The

following questions and answers may help you make some decisions:
How will my IBDP subject choices affect my university applications?

e Often your subject package choices will not affect your university application.
e Universities in some countries do ask for specific IBDP subjects. This often depends on the
country and which university course you wish to follow (a list with some of the more

common examples is included later).
What if | do not know what | want to study after IBDP?

e Don't worry. The IBDP provides the skills necessary for studying a wide range of higher
education courses.

e If you choose a Liberal Arts degree, you can still explore your interests for the first year or
two of university study before you need to specialise.

e Universities in the US and Canada allow you to combine subjects through offering major and

minor or joint major degrees so there is a variety of choice.

What is required for my undergraduate college/university plans?

e The requirements vary by institution and country (including IBDP point requirements). You

will need to research the requirements carefully by checking individual university websites
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e If you want to study at a Dutch university in Dutch, you must have at least Dutch B Higher
Level in your IBDP subject package. (Note: There are many English language programmes in
the Netherlands and they have no Dutch language requirement)

e If you want to study in your home country, you must make sure you understand the
university requirements. Some countries have language requirements that need to be

reflected in your IBDP package.

The IB Diploma is widely recognized for college entry requirements. Please find more details at the

IBO website, https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/)

How do | choose my Higher Level and Standard Level subjects?
Ask yourself these questions:

e Dol enjoy studying this subject?

e Do | have enough background knowledge in this subject?

e Do my previous grades and experience show that | am strong in this subject?

e Do | want to challenge myself with a new subject which | have not had the opportunity to
study before?

e Does my university choice mean that | have to study specific courses in the IBDP?

For further details on which IBDP courses are recommended for a variety of university programmes

in Canada, The Netherlands, the UK and the USA, please see the appendix on p42.

University Application Process

The university counsellors will meet collectively and individually with all DP1 students before the end
of your first year. This is the beginning of the university process as they get to know you better and
you have the opportunity to ask questions. They will review with you your profile and offer
suggestions on moving forward, including the provision of different resources to help you with your

research.

Once you start applying to universities, the university counselling team will advise and help you
coordinate your application/s to a maximum of 6 US colleges in the Davis Programme and 8
applications worldwide (some applications count as 1 - e.g. UCAS is one application that allows up to

5 choices).
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When do | apply to university?

e During the first term of DP2, most students apply to university.

e Please note:

o

The Universities Office sets internal deadlines. These deadlines allow the university
counsellors to ensure that all application materials are complete and ready to meet
the external deadlines.

You must keep to these deadlines. Failure to do so may compromise your application

and thus impact your desired start date.

What is a transcript and why do | need one?

e Atranscript is an official record of classes taken and grades received in high school.

e Many universities require transcripts (past and present) with grades from the last four years

of high school as part of the application.

o

If you attended UWC Maastricht as an MYP student, the Universities Office will
provide this document to students and/or universities, as needed.

For those who join UWC Maastricht for the first time as DP students, please be
aware that an official transcript of the last two years of studies from your previous
high school(s) is needed. Please bring the original with you but send a scanned copy

to universities@uwcmaastricht.nl before you actually arrive in Maastricht. Scans

will be checked against originals once you arrive. A copy of your school report is not

sufficient.

It is your responsibility to obtain an official transcript from your previous high school. Normally, you

can do this by making a request to the Registrar of your previous school.

Transcripts come in different formats, but are usually one page and contain the name and address

(and logo) of the school, a list of courses taken, dates and grades in class and of any external or

national exams. They must include the signature of the person verifying the information and a stamp

of that institution. Official translations are required if the original language of the documents is not

English.
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External Tests, Application Costs and Interviews

Law and medicine in the UK and some courses at Oxford and Cambridge require external tests as part

of the application process.

Many US colleges no longer require submission of a standardized test (SAT or ACT), so please talk to
your university counsellor and consider carefully whether taking these tests is helpful or necessary

for your US university applications. These tests come with a cost, the University team will guide you.

Students are responsible for university application costs though some fee waivers may be available
for those with limited financial resources applying to the US. Application costs can range from €0-

€200.

Students are responsible for their own costs if called for an in-person interview although most

institutions are understanding of circumstances and are happy to conduct an interview online.
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